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This was like a fishbowl

THE FLYINGTHINGSARE

BACK AGAIN!
SO the Flying

Sauceris back

withus again.

Thistimeit is re-

ported,primarily,by
CaptainB. L. Jones,
33-vear-old DC3 pilot
of AustralianNational
Airways,formerflight
lieutenantof the
R.A.A.F., and an ex-
perienced, highlycom-
petentairmanwith 11
years'flyingin his log
book.

CaptainJones, air-
borne south of Mackay,

Queensland, reported
thatat 6.8 p.m.a strange

objectwith an appar-
ently lightedglass dome
manoeuvred round his

plane and disappeared

towardthe west at high
speed.

A few hours afterward. Mr.

W. Overell,officerin charge
of Mackay controltower, also
reportedthathe had seenthe
light;nine hours later,Mr.
Frank Hines,a radio ope-

rator,turnedin a similar

report.

In each
sighting,

it was
made clearthat no aeroplane

(other,of course,than that
of CaptainJones,in the
first contact)was in the air.

The only differencebe-
tween this reported"sight-
ing" and those that became
relativelycommon in Aus-
traliaa few monthsago is
that Captain Jones describes

his strangevisitantas a
"fishbowl."

Other observersspoke of
"saucers."But it doesn't
matterwhat categoryof air-
borne crockerythese strange
and puzzlingthingsare
placedin, the fact remains

that there have been too
many reportsof them by
serious-minded

peopleto dis-
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miss them lightly.

Are there,or aren'tthere,

flying saucers?

Thereare two schoolsof
thought.There is that which
says sternlyand

dismissively

"Pooh,pooh,"and let it go
at that,and thereis the
otherwhich,whilenot com-
mittingitselfto any accept-

ance of theoriesthat we are
beingspiedon by visitors

from Venusor Marsor the
Outer Space, assessesthe
evidenceand keepsIts mind
open.

"I wouldnot discountall
the reportsas imagination,"

said FatherD. O'connell,for
30 years head of Riverview

Observatory, and later chief
of the VaticanObservatory—

the world'soldest—at Castel
Gondolfo.

"No doubtmany of the
reportscan
be classified

as imagina-
tion or in-
vention,but
many come

from reliable

witnesses.
Their testi-

mony de-
mands thorough investiga-
tion."

The operativeword thereis
"thorough"—thorough

in its
every sense, withoutpreju-
dice, scorn, or ill-placed

humor.

First, take the Australian

historyof the saucers.In
May of last year,an airlines

pilot,his first officer,a taxi
driver,three P.M.G. me-

chanicsworkingin various
parts of Sydney,a farmer
and a studentat Berowra,

and solid citizensof Wollon-

gong, Parkes,and Bellfieldre-
porteda New South Wales
visitationat the same hour
and in identical terms.

Their descriptiontallied.
In this case,therewas no
questionof meteoriteor any
other natural phenomenon.

The mass report(the ob-
serverswere separated;mass
hysteriaor conveyedsugges-
tion was ruledout) remainsa
mystery.
Similar multiple reportings

came from Gippsland, north
cast Victoria,South Aus-
tralia.And the objects
sightedwere,in theirturn,
dismissedas meteorites,lu-
minous cloud masses,reflec-
ted light rays, the shadows

of red blood corpusclespass-
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ing beforethe retinaof the
eye, skyrockets,meteorologi-

cal balloons,plain hallucina-

tion, and hoaxes.

The explanationsbecame
just as

confusing
as the re-

ports.Of course,it'seasyto
laugh about flying saucers.

But, scanningthe list of
those in Australiawho claim

to have watchedthesestrange
appearances,

you will find the
names of expert observers;

By
GORDON
WILLIAMS
of men who
served in war

and peace
time aviation,

and who were
trainedin ob-
servation, of
engineers, of
professional
men, of

scientists,and of clergymen.

Allow,if you like,for a
percentageof jokers,or of
the too highly imaginative,

and you stillhave a for-
midablelist of reputable

people to laughoff.
As a fact,whetheryou like

it or not, the flyingsaucer

has long passedthe joking
stage.Maybe they aren't
space ships from the planets.

But they are obviously

something,and when several
people, apart and indepen-

dent, turn in synchronous re-
portsof the same type,it's
ratherdifficultto believethat
they are all sufferingfrom
communicatedhysteria,blood
shadows in the eye, a com-
pulsionto practicaljoking,
or coincidenthallucination.

Then, Farmington,New
Mexico,a ????? of 5,000
people,110 air milesnorthof
the huge Los Alamosatomic
Installation,reported having
seen a complete flightof the
discs. (Reportscame from
more than 3,000 people,and
they all came at the same
time.)

And withina few minutes

of the first Farmington

sightings,signalscame from
Los Angeles,Peru, South
Carolina,and even from
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TO JUDGE from their
expressions,

amazed
perturbed,theseBrazilians (above)were not in-
dinedto

pooh-pooh

the
photographs

of a flying
saucerwhichthey were

examining.Left:One of
the photostakenabovea mountaintop in Brazil.

cruisingunits of the Chilean

navy; they all related
what Farmingtonhad al-
ready reported.

Then a leadingpilotgave
a radio

description
of his

pursuitof a saucer:he
crashed.The wreckageof his
piano had strange,inexplic-

able features.Some vestiges

suggestedthat the machine
had entered a field of disso-

lution.

Well, like some strange
magic, flying saucerybecame
a craze. Undoubtedly, many
of the sightingswere imagin-

ative,or fakes,but some were
so impressivethat the United
Statesset up ProjectFlying
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Saucer to investigate them.
Then strangethings began

to happen. Scientistswho had
assertedthat they had seen
the discs suddenlybecame
silent.The air forcesent its
own investigationunder-
ground.ProjectFlying Saucer
became ProjectHush Hush.

"I have talkedto many
men of science who have told
me that they have not only
seen flyingsaucers,but have
actuallyworkedon the re-
mains of several,"wrote
Frank Scullyin his interest-

ing book,"Behindthe Flying
Saucers."

"Scientistsdo not want to
go to war withthe Air Force

on the issue.Scientistshave

to have essentialmaterials

for research,and certain
branchesof the

Department

of
Defence mightfindit diffi-

cultto obtainsuch
essential

materialsfor scientistswho
willnot

co-operate.

. ."
So

discussionrangedup
and

down—then
the U.S Air

Forceannouncedthatit had
scanned850

"groundless"

re-
ports,but admittedthatan
additional150 were "totally

inexplicable mysteries."

Well,150 totally inexplic-

able
mysteriesisn'ta bad

score for the
pro-saucerian.

"My own beliefis that
thesethingsmay be travel-

lingon linesof magnetic

force,"said one eminent
physicist. "Certainearth
areas have magneticfault
zones,and if spacevessels

usinglinesof magneticforce
encounteredsuch faults,it
wouldbe onlv naturalfor
themto

investigate.

. ."
Thereit is.And now,Cap-

tainJones,with8,700flying
hoursto his credit, addsto
the complexity.

Whatare flyingsaucers,If
any?

Or flying fishbowls?

Untilsuch time as one
crashes,and untilits remains

can be subjectedto actual,

earthlysearch,I should say
thatyourguessis as goodas
mine.


